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Olivia Ferrol leaned back in her chair, her hands folded upon her lap. People passed and
repassed her as they promenaded the long gallery, as it was called; they passed in couples, in
trios; they talked with unnecessary loudness, they laughed at their own and each others jokes;
they flirted, they sentimentalized, they criticised each other, but none of them showed any
special interest in Olivia Ferrol, nor did Miss Ferrol, on her part, show much interest in them. 
She had been at Oakvale Springs for two weeks. She was alone, out of her element, and knew
nobody. The fact that she was a New Yorker, and had never before been so far South, was
rather against her. On her arrival she had been glanced over and commented upon with candor.
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